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Course Number: EDU 314 
 
Course Title: Instructional Strategies in K6, MLE 
 
Course Description: 

Instructional Strategies (Kindergarten through Grade Six) is designed to provide teacher education 
candidates with an opportunity to study about, reflect upon, question, become knowledgeable about, and 
develop skills in using a variety of instructional methods while applying and practicing these methods in 
a collaborative and constructive setting. Participants will learn how to plan and present instruction 
clearly, as well as how to establish and maintain an effective learning environment.  

Major topics include: characteristics of effective instructional strategies and their impact on various 
learners; differentiated instruction; planning for instruction; developing effective lessons using a variety 
of approaches & technologies; assessment of student learning; and professional development. Attention 
is focused on the learner and the interpretation of physiological, psychological, sociological, emotional, 
cultural, linguistic, and environmental factors which influence learning.  

Use of Video:  The use of technology is an integral part of the teaching / learning process and a necessary 
skill for success in teaching.  As such, teacher candidates will engage in multiple forms of assessment 
including but not limited to creating and uploading digital recordings of various forms for evaluation and 
guidance.  Student work is uploaded into secure sites and is not available to the public. 
 

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight 
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Course Objectives 
Standard 1: Learner Development 
 
The teacher understands how learners grow and develop, recognizing that patterns 
of learning and development vary individually within and across the cognitive, 
linguistic, social, emotional, and physical areas, and designs and implements 
developmentally appropriate and challenging learning experiences. 
Standard 6 – Assessment 
 
The teacher understands and uses multiple methods of assessment to engage 
learners in their own growth, to monitor learner progress, and to guide the teacher’s 
and learner’s decision making. 
Standard 7 – Planning for Instruction 
 
The teacher plans instruction that supports every student in meeting rigorous 
learning goals by drawing upon knowledge of content areas, curriculum, cross-
disciplinary skills, and pedagogy, as well as knowledge of learners and the 
community context. 
Standard 8 – Instructional Strategies 
 
The teacher understands and uses a variety of instructional strategies to encourage 
learners to develop deep understanding of content areas and their connections, and 
to build skills to apply knowledge in meaningful ways. 

 
 
Learning Topic 1: The foundations of Instructional Strategies 
Big ideas: 

1. History 
2. Theorists 
3. Types 

 
Learning Topic 2: Planning for Instructional Strategies 
Big ideas: 

1. Understanding your students 
2. Establishing your expectations 
3. Researching your plan 

a. Learning Focused Strategies 
b. Understanding by Design 
c. Madeline Hunter 

 
Learning Topic 3: Delivering Instructional Strategies 
Big ideas:  

1. Defining differentiation 
2. Planning for differentiation 
3. Managing differentiation 

Learning Goal: Structured External Assignment 
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Students will complete a Structured External Assignment (SEA) where they are to develop an 
instructional plan for a selected student. Ensuring preservice teachers are able to provide research – 
based practices that meet the diverse needs of all learners, the SEA will include the following:  
 
-Evidence of determining student learning styles to accent during the lesson presentation  
-Evidence of matching student learning strengths as a means to teach identified skills 
-
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95-100 =  A……………………..2200 - 2050 points 
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Due at the end of Week 6 
Discussion board:  Read and response= 100 points 
Weekly activity: Strategies for Teaching in a Diverse Society = 100 points 
Weekly assignment:  Notetaking activity =100 points 
 
Due at the end of Week 7 
Discussion board: Read and response = 100 points 
Weekly activity:         Strategy You Intend to Incorporate in your Classroom = 100 points  
Weekly assignment:  Instructional plan = 200 points   
 

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS:  In addition to our text, we will be exploring a variety of videos, research 

articles, and online resources accessible through our online course. 




