WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY

COURSE SYLLABUS

FACULTY MEMBER:

TERM:
COURSE TITLE: Advanced Litigation Skills

COURSE NUMBER:  LES 440

OFFICE HOURS/METHOD OF CONTACT:

Contact:
E-mail:
Phone:

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course builds on prior coursework in civil practice, tort, legal writing, and law office technology.
Students enrolled in this course will apply their knowledge in litigation practice and develop new skills in
settlement negotiations, trial strategy, preparation of exhibits, and document management. Other
topics covered will include alternative dispute resolution, motion practice, and post-trial appeals.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

GOAL A: Prepare documents necessary for the representation of clients in a legal matter
Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to:

A-1 Explain the goal of litigation and the necessity of litigation planning

A-2 Create a litigation chart

A-3 Describe the use of informal and formal fact gathering for establishing a prima facie case
A-4 Explain how the attorney-client relationship is established and the contents of a written
agreement

A-5 Prepare a content appropriate, grammatically correct, and professionally formatted demand
letter

A-6 Understand the FRCP pertaining to personal and subject matter jurisdiction

A-7 Explain the purpose of motions and describe the most common types used in litigation A-8
Prepare a legally sufficient, factually correct, and technically accurate notice of motion and
motion for extension of time

A-9 Describe the requirements for evidence to be admissible at trial
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A-10 Prepare a legally sufficient, factually correct, and technically accurate request for
admission

A-11 Explain when and how to redact a document and why it would be necessary
A-12 Prepare a legally sufficient, factually correct, and technically accurate pretrial
memorandum

GOAL B: Perform factual and legal research
Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to:

B-1 Locate pattern jury instructions

B-2 Locate applicable Federal Rules of Civil Procedure
B-3 Locate form books and/or practice manuals

B-4 Locate the Federal Rules of Evidence

B-5 Locate a form for Abstract of Judgment/Order

GOAL C: Perform all delegated functions in conformity with the legal and ethical principles regulating
the legal services industry

Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to:

C-1 Explain the ethical obligations in using social media sites in litigation
C-2 Describe the application of the ethical rules regarding privilege, confidentiality, and the
unauthorized practice of law in the context of litigation

GOAL D: Organize and maintain printed and electronic information related to multiple ongoing interests
through effective prioritization and time management

Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to:

D-1 Describe how documents and evidence are typically organized for use at trial
D-2 Prepare an exhibit and/or trial chart
D-3 Organize litigation documents, including exhibits

GOAL E: Interact professionally and cooperatively with a service orientation toward coworkers, clients,
and vendors.

Learning Outcomes: Students will be able to:
E-1 Describe the role of each member of the legal team in the context of litigation
E-2 Describe the unique challenges associated with employment in a litigation practice

E-3 Recognize specific verbal and non-verbal cues in jurors, witnesses, and clients
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E-4 Prepare and deliver an oral presentation

METHODOLOGY:

A. Teaching Methods: Discussion groups, problem solving applications, external projects and video
presentations. The above methods will include: reading for comprehension, comparative
analysis, research, and writing.
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f  Any student found guilty of academic dishonesty will be treated in accordance with the policies
and procedures outlined in the Policies and Regulations section of the Wilmington University
Student Handbook.

COURSE OUTLINE/SCHEDULE:
Week
# Assignment Name/Category
Class Introductions

Discussion Board

1 Project

Quiz for Reading Comprehension
Discussion Board

2 Project

Quiz for Reading Comprehension
Discussion Board

3 Project

Quiz for Reading Comprehension
Discussion Board

4 Project

Quiz for Reading Comprehension
Discussion Board

5 Project

Quiz for Reading Comprehension
Discussion Board

6 Project

Quiz for Reading Comprehension
Final Litigation Project

Quiz for Reading Comprehension
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