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Wilmington University 
College of Education 

 

Teaching Literacy for ELLs 
    
Course Number:  MLL 7405 
 
Course Title: Teaching Literacy for ELLs 
  
Faculty Contact:     
 
Course Description:  The relationship of literacy skill (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) development and the 
second language acquisition process is examined. Social and cultural language differences, second language acquisition, 
developmental stages, metacognitive theory, research-based theory, instructional implications, and practical classroom 
applications will be emphasized.  The process by which the aforementioned factors elucidate and strengthen ELLs’ 
second language literacy development is linked to instruction.  Action research and study of an ELL’s language and 
literacy development is required. 
 
Minimum Time Requirements (in clock hours):  

Teacher Led Instruction SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab External Learning 

35 5 15 0 70 
 
 

College Education Program Attributes 
The manner in which we prepare educators is informed by eight essential attributes: 
 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educators as learners, including a focus on deconstructing past experiences as learners in coursework 

and field experiences and developing appropriate knowledge of the content and discourse of the disciplines to 
be taught; 

3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e., providing structured opportunities for critical reflection on and taking 

action in one’s daily work; 
5. enabling authentic participation, collegiality and collaboration; 
6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous improvement, experimentation, and 

professional growth; 
7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology. 

 
 
 
Program Competencies and Professional Standards: 

https://www.tesol.org/docs/default-source/books/2018-tesol-teacher-prep-standards-final.pdf?sfvrsn=6
http://www.wilmu.edu/academics/competencies.aspx#graduate
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-administrators
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/375/2016_Component_Rubric_DPASTeachers.pdf
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Text(s):  Precise information regarding the textbook(s) for this class, please visit the bookstore website at 

http://www.wilmu.edu/bookstore


http://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-basics/ell-policy-research
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Course Attendance Policies: 
 
Federal guidelines relat
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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION  

SEA & SCORING RUBRIC A: Family Involvement in Literacy Development Proposal 
CAEP ASSESSMENT  (TESOL) 

 
COURSE: MLL 7405  TITLE:  Teaching Literacy for ELLs 
 
Structured External A Assignment: Family Involvement in Literacy Development Proposal   
 
Structured External Assignment (SEA) A: Utilize teachers, paraprofessionals, and administrators in your building in order to conduct a 
review of the current parent involvement plan for the families of ELLs as well as to solicit ideas to enhance existing plans.  Utilize 
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2a  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of how dynamic academic, personal, familial, cultural, and social contexts, including sociopolitical 
factors, impact the education of ELLs.  
2b  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of research and theories of cultural and linguistic diversity and equity that promote academic and 
social language learning for ELLs.  
2c  Candidates devise and implement methods to understand each ELL’s academic characteristics, including background knowledge, 
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SEA Scoring Rubric  
Novice Emerging  Proficient (TARGET)  Advanced Performance 

Review of 
current 
parent 
involvement 
plan 
TESOL: 5.b. 

4 sources of professional/ 
community/parental inquiry 
within the school are pursued and 
cited. 

5 sources of professional/ 
community/parental inquiry 
within the school are pursued and 
cited. 

6 sources of professional/ 
community/parental inquiry 
within the school are pursued and 
cited. 

7 sources of professional/ 
community/parental inquiry 
within the school are pursued and 
cited. 

Program 
content is 
research 
based  
TESOL: 1b 

Parent Involvement Plan Proposal 
represents some current trends in 
ESL research as evidenced by 
variables that affect English 
Language Learning (including L1 
vs. L2 development) 

Parent Involvement Plan Proposal 
mirrors some current trends in 
ESL research as evidenced by 
variables that affect English 
Language Learning (including L1 
vs. L2 development) 

Parent Involvement Plan Proposal 
mostly correlates with current 
instructional trends in ESL 
research as evidenced by variables 
that affect English Language 
Learning (including L1 vs. L2 
development) 

Parent Involvement Plan Proposal 
correlates with current 
instructional trends in ESL 
research, as evidenced by 
variables that affect English 
Language Learning (including L1 
vs. L2 development) 

Ideal parent 
involvement 
plan 
TESOL: 1.b., 
1.c, 3.d, 4.b, 
4, 5.b. 
 
 5GC: 5.1 

Proposal requirement considers 
and addresses 80% of 
programmatic guiding questions, 
as identified by school personnel.  
Additionally a plan of 
implementation, which partially 
takes into account ESOL students’ 
linguistic, cultural, and home 
backgrounds, learner variables 
affecting L2 acquisition, 
marginally supports ESOL 
students and their families 
academically and socially, and 
allows for minimal professional 
growth of developer, is offered. 

Proposal requirement considers 
and addresses 90% of 
programmatic guiding questions, 
as identified by school personnel, 
through analysis and reflection.  
Additionally a plan of 
implementation, which takes into 
account ESOL students’ linguistic, 
cultural, and home backgrounds, 
learner variables affecting L2 
acquisition, collaboratively 
supports ESOL students and their 
families academically and socially, 
and allows for professional growth 
of developer, is offered. 

Proposal requirement considers 
and addresses 100% of 
programmatic guiding questions, 
as identified by school personnel, 
through critical analysis and 
reflection.  Additionally a plan of 
implementation, which takes into 
account ESOL students’ linguistic, 
cultural, and home backgrounds, 
learner variables affecting L2 
acquisition, collaboratively 
supports ESOL students and their 
families academically and socially, 
and allows for professional growth 
of developer, is described. 

Proposal requirement considers 
and addresses 100% of 
programmatic guiding questions, 
as identified by school personnel, 
through critical analysis and 
reflection.  Additionally, a clear 
plan of implementation, which 
takes into account ESOL students’ 
linguistic, cultural, and home 
backgrounds, learner variables 
affecting L2 acquisition, 
collaboratively supports ESOL 
students and their families 
academically and socially, and 
allows for professional growth of 
developer, is described. 

Innovative 
ideas  
TESOL: 3.c, 
5.b. 
 
 
ISTE 1, 3; 5 
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Novice Emerging  Proficient (TARGET)  Advanced Performance 

TESOL: 5.b which support equality and 
advocate for ELLs in the academic 
setting. 

which support equality and 
advocate for ELLs in the academic 
setting. 

content of 6 articles which clearly 
support equality and advocate for 
ELLs in the academic setting. 

evaluates the content of 7 + 
articles which clearly support 
equality and advocate for ELLs in 
the academic setting. 

Sources At least 2 quality sources related 
to programs of ESOL student and 
family advocacy have been 
identified and utilized. 

At least 3 quality sources related 
to programs of ESOL student and 
family advocacy have been 
identified and utilized. 

At least 4 quality sources related 
to programs of ESOL student and 
family advocacy have been 
identified and utilized. 

At least 5 plus quality sources 
related to programs of ESOL 
student and family advocacy have 
been identified and utilized. 
 

Writing 
quality 
GC (WC): 2.1, 
2.2 

Scores 2 on writing rubric Scores 3 on writing rubric Scores 4 on writing rubric Scores 5 on writing rubric 
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Modified by D. Emeigh 8/14.Adapted by T. Bennett/Created by Denise Westbrook, Full-time Nursing Faculty, Wilmington College 3/05 

 

 

 

 

 

EVALUATION 
CRITERIA 

0 
Unsatisfactory 

0.25 
Emerging 

0.50 
Satisfactory 

0.75 
Proficient 

1.0 point 
Distinguished 

SCORE 

Participation in 
Discussion 

Does not enter 
discussion. 
 

Provides minimal comments 
and information to other 
participants.  Participates 
infrequently in on-line 
discussions or e-mail; and 
postings are irrelevant or 
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Integrated skills/core content lesson plan 
Students will develop an integrated literacy lesson plan incorporating all four literacy skill areas (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) 
into one core content area (Math, Language Arts, Science, or Social Studies) lesson plan.  It is not acceptable to re-submit a paper from 
any previous academic course 
 
ISTE Standard 2:  Design and Develop Digital-Age Learning Experiences and Assessments; Standard 4:  Promote and Model 
Digital Citizenship and Responsibility Teachers 
 

Performance 
Level 

1 
UNSATISFACTORY 
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References 
 
Many significant publications can now be found on the internet. This list of suggested resources provides links to course related 
topics, but is only a small selection of links that may be accessed to supplement your learning.  They are presented in this format in 
order that you may access them easily. This list will be updated for active links and information on a yearly basis, minimally. 
 
General:  

¶ www.eslcafe.com 
¶ www.eduplace.com 
¶ http://www.funbrain.com/ 
¶ http://www.brainpop.com/ 
¶ http://www.eslgold.com/ 
¶ http://www.eslpartyland.com/ 
¶ http://www.pdictionary.com/ 
¶ http://www.readingmatrix.com/ 
¶ www.manythings.org 
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http://www.eslcafe.com/
http://www.eduplace.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.eslgold.com/
http://www.eslpartyland.com/
http://www.pdictionary.com/
http://www.readingmatrix.com/
http://www.manythings.org/
http://a4esl.org/
http://www.everythingesl.net/
http://www.cal.org/
http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/hfrp/projects/fine.html
http://www.autoenglish.org/freeexercises.htm
http://edunet.com/english/grammar
http://englishplus.com/grammar
http://www.englishclub.com/
http://www.english-zone.com/index.php?ID=1
http://www.readwritethink.org/
http://www.ncte.org/
http://www.onestopenglish.com/
http://www.pbs.org/speak/education
http://www.childdevelopmentinfo.com/development/language_development.shtml
http://www.asha.org/public/speech/development/default.htm
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Second Language Acquisition: 

¶ http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/ 
¶ http://www.cal.org/ 
¶ http://sdkrashen.com/ 

¶ http://www.hw.ac.uk/langWWW/icsla/icsla.htm#Applying 
¶ http://earthrenewal.org/secondlang.htm 
¶ http://esl.fis.edu/teachers/support/cummin.htm 

 
¶  

http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/
http://www.cal.org/
http://sdkrashen.com/
http://www.hw.ac.uk/langWWW/icsla/icsla.htm#Applying
http://earthrenewal.org/secondlang.htm
http://esl.fis.edu/teachers/support/cummin.htm
http://www.fonetiks.org/
http://www.sadlier-oxford.com/phonics/control_page/front2.htm
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.seussville.com/university/reading/
http://readwritethink.org/materials/letter_generator/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://www.colorincolorado.org/ell-basics/ell-policy-research
http://www.idra.org/IDRA_Newsletter/August_1997_Policy/Policies_Affecting_Bilingual_Education_and_ESL_Programs/
http://www.tesol.org/about-tesol/press-room/position-statements/u-s-education-policies-and-legislation-position-statements

