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Wilmington University 
College of Education 

 

Practice in Reading Research 
    
Course Number: MRD 7970 
 
Course Title: Practice in Reading Research 
 
 Faculty Contact:     
 
Course Description:  Students read and analyze research in the area of reading.  After critical analysis, students draw conclusions about 
the body of knowledge in reading as a discipline.  Application of research for improved literacy is emphasized. Students will conduct 
research that utilizes a range of methodologies.  Promoting and facilitating teacher and classroom based research is a major focus. Pre-
Requisites: MRD 7801-7804, MRD 7805 AND 7921 OR 7815, MRD 7901 AND 7902 OR 7903. 
 
NOTE: MRD CANDIDATES: NO course grade will be submitted without a passing score (560) from the Praxis II 5301 being on file with the 
College of Education, and without completion of the post KRT. 
 
Candidates must complete the Human Subjects Review Training and supply copy of certificate as well as any documentation required 
when working outside of your own classroom. http://www.wilmu.edu/academics/humansubjects/materials.aspx. 
 
Minimum Time Requirements (in clock hours):  

Teacher Led Instruction SEA Fieldwork/Clinical Lab External Learning 

35 5 40 0 70 

 
College Education Program Attributes 

The manner in which we prepare educational personnel is informed by eight essential attributes: 
 

1. ensuring that programs are knowledge-based; 
2. viewing educational personnel as learners, including a focus on deconstructing past experiences as learners in coursework and 

field experiences and developing appropriate knowledge of the content and discourse of the disciplines to be taught; 
3. contextual and cultural sensitivity; 
4. facilitating inquiry and reflection, i.e.

http://www.wilmu.edu/academics/humansubjects/materials.aspx
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6. building an ongoing developmental program that allows for continuous improvement, experimentation, and professional 
growth; 

7. ensuring that programs are standards-driven; and 
8. ensuring that programs promote the effective use of technology. 

 
 
Program Theory and Foundation ILA Position Statement on Literacy Specialists 

https://www.literacyworldwide.org/docs/default-source/where-we-stand/ila-transforming-literacy-teacher-preparation.pdf
http://www.wilmu.edu/education/medrd_program.aspx
https://www.literacyworldwide.org/get-resources/standards/standards-for-reading-professionals
http://www.wilmu.edu/academics/competencies.aspx#graduate
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-administrators
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/3752
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/375/2016_Component_Rubric_for_Specialists.pdf
http://www.wilmu.edu/bookstore
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PLEASE NOTE: This assignment requires video assessment. Please refer to rubric at end of syllabus. Make sure to address the 
standards as they are relative to the items on the rubric. 
 



4 | P a g e  

 

Essential Questions  
1. What area of literacy is the most concerning in your classroom?  
2. What strategies are known to be effective in addressing those needs?  
3. 
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development, processes, 
and components. 

development, processes, 
and components. 

Conclusions 
ILA 1.1 
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conceptual, historical, 
and evidence-based 
components of reading 
(e.g., concepts of print, 
phonological awareness, 
phonics, word 
recognition, fluency, 
vocabulary, 
comprehension) 
development throughout 
the grades and its 
relationship with other 
asp
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Structured External Assignment: MRD 7970 Practice in Reading Research 
STRUCTURED EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT B: RESEARCH BASED FIELD PROJECT 

CAEP ASSESSMENT 2 

  

COURSE:  MRD 7970 TITLE:  PRACTICE IN READING RESEARCH  
  

STRUCTURED EXTERNAL ASSIGNMENT B: As a result of the literature review, candidates will design and execute a qualitative or 
quantitative research project for a classroom or school. They will develop an implementation plan based on strategies that were 
identified in the literature review specific to their project. They will specify four research based solutions and develop their plan 
around these solutions. Candidates will share their plans in small groups for discussion/clarification/feedback. The implementation 
plan will be developed based on a four week time frame and include methods of assessment, instruction and recommendations. 
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GC 3.1 
 
ILA 2.2 
Design, select, adapt, 
teach, and evaluate 
evidence-based 
instructional 
approaches, using both 
informational and 
narrative texts, to meet 
the literacy needs of 
whole class and groups 
of students in the 
academic disciplines and 
other subject areas, and 
when learning to read, 
write, listen, speak. 
(Reading/Literacy 
Specialist) 
InTasc 3, 6, 7, 8 
 

connection between 
students, assessment or 
instruction.  

objectives and 
instructional methods 
and materials but lacks 
clear or most effective 
assessment. 

objectives, methods and 
materials and uses 
authentic assessment. 

identified needs, sound 
objectives, methods and 
materials and uses 
authentic assessment 
with opportunities for 
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assess instructional 
practices and 
interventions within and 
across classrooms. 
(Reading/Literacy  
Specialist) 
 
 

GC 1.1,1.2 
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WILMINGTON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION/ MRD PROGRAM 

 TEACHER AS RESEARCHER 
SEA & SCORING RUBRIC C: PROFESSIONAL 
COMMITMENT CAEP ASSESSMENT (ILA) 2 

 

COURSE: MRD 7970 TITLE: Practice  in Reading Research 
 
International Literacy Association: Standard 6  Professional Learning and Leadership 
Candidates recognize the importance of, demonstrate, and facilitate professional learning and leadership as a career-long effort and 
responsibility.
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DISCUSSION BOARD RUBRIC MRD 
 

EVALUATION 
CRITERIA 

0 
Unsatisfactory 

0.25 
Emerging 

0.50 
Satisfactory 

0.75 
Proficient 

1.0 
point 
Distinguis
hed 
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WRITING RUBRIC: LITERACY PROGRAMS 
 

 UNSATISFACTORY DEVELOPING ACC EPTABLE TARGET EXEMPLARY 

1. Writing has a clear 
direction/ controlling 
idea/ thesis statement. 

There is a minimal 
controlling idea or the 
controlling idea minimally 
previews the paper. 

Controlling idea is vague 
or has different logic than 
parts of the body of the 
paper. 

Controlling idea is somewhat 
vague or previews only part 
of the paper. 

Controlling idea is well 
defined and previews most 
of the paper. 

Controlling idea is 
well- and previews 
the entire paper. 
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MRD VIDEO RUBRIC 
This course aligns with specific DPAS II Components which are included in the syllabus. Before submitting your videos, 
annotate the evidence of meeting each criteria within this specific course. Provide a Table of Contents that will identify 
the specific DPAS II connections. Instead 
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REFERENCES AND SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 

Publication of the American Psychological Association [APA Manual], 2010, 6th edition, 7th printing. 
Purdue OWL: APA Formatting and Style Guide 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/

