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The textbook for this class is an interactive E-
book. Assignments will be completed in the
E-book, so using the McGraw-Hill Education
Connect® access for LOSCO, AM GOV
2019-2020, 6e is required for this course.
Inclusive Access Digital Access:

LOSCO CNCT IA OLA AM GOV 2019-2020 6 2019
ISBN#: 9781260560442

ISBN#:

Optional Loose Leaf:
LOSCO LL IA AM GOV 2019-2020 6 2019
ISBN#: 9781264117963

This course has "Inclusive Access Course Materials™ available through a program which is aimed
at providing you with the lowest possible price for your textbook through our campus bookstore.

What does this mean for you, the student? It means you immediately have access to your digital
course materials through Canvas from the first day of class until the Drop/Add date free of charge.
After the Drop/Add date, your student account will be charged. If for some reason, you do not
want to purchase these required materials from The Campus Store, you can opt out of the program
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How do you access my digital e-book? Click on a Connect assignment within your Canvas

course. This will prompt you to register to receive your textbook access. You will then be able to
complete your first Connect Assignment. Student Registration Video

If you have any questions regarding the program, please email the bookstore at
bookstoreorders@wilmu.edu or call us at 302-356-6769. For technical assistance with the opt out
process, please email our program partner Red Shelf at help@redshelf.com. For technical
assistance with Connect, please reach out to our partner Publisher McGraw-Hill at
http://mpss.mhhe.com/. Please visit the bookstore website at http://www.wilmu.edu/bookstore/.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course is entirely in an online format. To be more specific, this 7-week course will
require students to log into Canvas online every week. The folders of learning for each
week will not be posted in advance. This class will not physically meet. If you would like
more information on the online course format, please visit the distance learning webpage
at http://www.wilmu.edu/distancelearning/index.aspx.

During this course, students will complete various assignments to investigate the political
institutions of the federal republic of the U.S.A. and their interaction, strengths, and
weaknesses. The survey includes a description of the U.S. federal system contained in the
Constitution as amended formally and through legislation, the institutions that make up the
vertical and horizontal separations of powers, the role of interest groups and elections in
society, and the concept of civil rights and equality as opposed to freedoms in the culture.

Course Objectives:

1) The student will demonstrate an understanding of the history of the United States'
system of government, from its founding through today:
a) Examine the roots of the federal system and assess the challenges in balancing
national and state powers.
b) Examine the roots of the legislative branch and the powers of Congress.
c) Trace the growth and development of the federal bureaucracy and determine how
bureaucracy makes policy.

2) The student will demonstrate an understanding of the philosophy and rationale that

drives the United States' system government

a) Describe American political culture and identify the basic tenants of American
democracy.

b) Recognize the differences between basic freedoms and equalities as addressed in
American politics.

c) Appreciate the rights and duties of citizens of the U.S.

d) Analyze the evolution of health, economic, foreign and defense policy in the U.S.

3) The student will demonstrate an understanding of the structure of the United States'
system of government
a) Describe the basic governmental institutions of the United States at the federal and
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local levels.

b) Enumerate the powers of the various branches of the federal government granted
by the constitution and those powers subsumed.

c) Identify and describe the constitutional powers of the President.

d) Assess the role of the federal judiciary in the policy-making process.

e) Appreciate the role of interest groups and the media in the political socialization
process, the formation of public opinion, and the public policy process.

f) Appreciate the role of independent governmental bodies/agencies such as the
National Labor Relations Board, Federal Reserve Board, etc.

4) The student will demonstrate effective mastery of these objectives through proficient
written and oral expression of ideas through tests, projects, papers, and/or
presentations.

RATIONALE:

The course provides the student with a basic framework leading to an understanding of the
United States government, fostering an awareness of his/her relationship to the political
organization that allocates scarce resources to society. The understanding should lead to
responsible political participation on the part of the student. For those involved in business
negotiations and employed by governmental agencies, the understanding should lead to
greater understanding of the complexities of the interface between the levels of government
and the public and private sectors.

METHODOLOGY:

A. Teaching Methods:
The instructor will use various teaching methods to address the subject matter for
each week of class via Canvas. Students typically will not be able to work ahead.
Please see the course outline in this document for specific dates for weeks of learning.
The assignments for each week will become available on Sunday nights. The student
will only be able to access one to two weeks of learning at a time. It is important in
online instruction to keep the majority of the class learning together. The instructor
is open to all lines of communication at any time. The contact information is listed
above. Furthermore, students will research various topics to complete discussion
board posts and other short assignments each week. Most assignments require the use
of the textbook or e-text and McGrawHill Connect. Students will also be required to
complete a mid-term exam, research project, final exam, and public meeting
attendance project. Please see Part V for more information.

B. Evaluation Procedures:
Readings — 15%
Discussion Boards — 15%
Debate Journals — 15%
Quizzes - 5%
Midterm Exam-10%
Final Exam-10%
Public Meeting Attendance - 10%
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Final Book/Movie P
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